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Benefiting everyone through knowledge, talent and 
ideas.

UK Research and Innovation brings together:

- Innovate UK 

- Research England

- 7 Research Councils

UKRI CEO: Dame Ottoline Leyser



Role of Innovate UK is to drive productivity 

and economic growth by supporting 

businesses to develop and realise the 

potential of new ideas including those 

from the UK’s world-class research base.

Innovate UK

Innovate UK CEO: Mr Indro Mukerjee



Supporting business led innovation

Grants for single 
companies  

Grants for collaborations 
between businesses and 
businesses and research 
organisations

Innovation loans

SBRI procurement 
contracts

Investor partnerships

Funding & Finance

Innovation & Growth 
Advisers

Innovation management 
support

Access to funding and 
finance

Scaleup Programme

International partnering

IP Audits

Peer-to-Peer networks 
(Autumn 2020)

Pitchfest programme

Innovation and Growth 
Advisory services

Catapult centres

Innovation and 
Knowledge Centres

Agritech centres

Innovate UK EDGE

KTN 

Centres and Networks

Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships

Future Leaders 
Fellowships

Women in Innovation

Ideas Mean Business –
young innovators

Knowledge transfer, 
talent, equality, diversity

Global Expert Missions 
(GEM)

Global Business 
Innovation Programmes
(GBIP)

Global Incubator 
Programme

Bilateral & multilateral 
R&D programmes

EUREKA! partner 
country

Brokerage events

Global



KTN is a network partner of Innovate UK. It helps 
businesses get the best out of creativity, ideas 
and the latest discoveries to strengthen the UK 
economy and improve people’s lives.

KTN links new ideas and opportunities from all 
sectors with expertise, markets and finance 
through a network of businesses, universities, 
funders and investors.



Innovate UK EDGE

Innovate UK EDGE is part of Innovate UK’s connecting 
network. It helps growing businesses to:

- manage innovation, commercialise great 
ideas and grow

- access long-term finance from the public
and private sectors

- connect to a network of advisors spanning
more than 60 countries

- connect to partners to develop products 
or services

- expand into new countries with help
from local experts

www.innovateukedge.ukri.org



Fostering innovation to drive 
economic growth

- bridge the gap between 
businesses, academia, research 
and government

- transforming the UK’s ability to 
create new products and services

- ensure global opportunities for the 
UK and sustained economic growth 
for the future

Catapult Network



Support for UK businesses



Innovate funding must avoid market 
completion with existing investors 

Record investment levels in UK life 
sciences companies but at late Series A 
/ Series B. 

We aim to address a ‘market failure’ at 
pre-seed / seed for innovative high risk 
projects/companies

State Aid legislation typically means we 
can ONLY work in pre-market space



10

- enables businesses to apply for grant funding 
regardless of technical or industrial area of 
focus

- funding for the best proposals in a 
competitive application process

- 4 open competitions run in 2019/20, offering 
a total of £100 million funding

Paul Holt, founder, Photocentric

SMART grant funding competition
For businesses in any sector



Health enabling programme (Biomedical Catalyst)

Health 
technology

Digital health 
technology

Medicines & 
advanced 
therapies

Feasibility

CR&D

Stream 1 Stream 2 Stream 3

Education, training & support for innovators

Grant funding option (< £250K at 70%)

Investor partnership (100% funding on 50:50 basis)

Grant funding option (£250K to £4M at 70%)

Investor partnership (100% funding on 50:50 basis)



Examples of what can you use the money for

Regulatory consultancy Implementation of QMS Conformity assessment

Intellectual property (≤£7500) Clinical investigationDesign & testing



Other activities



SBRI: Digital Regulatory Navigation Platform (Health Products)

- £3million competition to develop proof of principle digital 
regulatory navigation platform 

- Particular focus on MDR, IVDR and UKCA

- enable users to understand and explore the regulatory 
pathways for the product.

- provide users with information and access to UK support 
structures that are relevant to their commercial R&D, for 
example, standards, UKAS accredited test labs, and Notified 
Bodies

- Collaboration with GMDN, SNOMED CT and UKAS





@InnovateUK Innovate UKInnovate UK


